
-;y: Probably below average. I have always had health problems ever since I was a little boy. But, I can get 
19. I don't know how to characterize my health problems. In a way I've always caught the flu and had sore 
tats and that sort of thing, you know. Every year almost, several times. I had the mumps twice as an adult. 
~ I was 35 years of age, I've had the mumps twice. 

Rose: You got those from the children. 

-;y: Yeah, I know. What other diseases have I had? 

rIene: High blood pressure. 

Rose: Oh, your requitsial infection. 

-;y: Oh, yes, I had a requitsial infection that almost did me in, or seemed like it was going to do me in when 
first moved to Provo. Down in that little house out in Orem. I had requitsial infection which Dr. Wallace was 
~ to analyze and give me chloralmyciten for, which is a dangerous drug to use, but I finally got over that. I 
letimes wonder if I don't have a return of that disease because I have the feelings which are .. I feel like I 
e a fever, but I don't have a fever and things like that. It returns periodically. Those kinds of diseases are 
ted to malarial diseases, which you never really are cured of and which you have smyptoms of from time to 
.. 
". 

illd recently I have had very serious bouts with what seemed to be viruses. The most recent one did me in for 
hole three months. So I haven't had the maximum of health and strength and vigor that I would like to have, 
I've done alright. 

rIene: You still don't have high blood pressure do you. 

-;y: Last time it was measured, it was not that way. Now I have been free of high blood pressure for the past 
nty years as near as I know. 

dene: I can remember a time when Mom said the doctor told her to get ready to be a widow. What did he tell 
? 

-;y: Oh, at about age 35 or 40. Yeah, that's true! 

Rose: Don't plan on heing anything but a widow after you're forty. 

-:;y: Yeah. 

dene: But you got over it. 

Rose: Then they found out that he had (something about thyroid) 

-;y: Yeah, I have taken what they call proloid It's a thyroid extract of some kind from animals, and I take a 
! of that from time to time and it seems to be healthful. 

dene: How about the health of your parents? 

-;y: Well, my mother had quite a bit of trouble. She had very high blood pressure from middle age on. A lot 
ler than mine ever was. And she lived to seventy-nine. She had thyroid trouble ... had a thyroid operation 
ne time. My mother had trouble with her eyes too, and had to have these tear ducts removed in both eyes at 
time. 

rlene: I didn't know that. 



Tracy: But, my mom worked very hard all her life. She cared for her boys and she really worked her fingers t 
the bone, literally, for all of us. My dad, of course, he had a mild heart attack at age 65, and I think my father, 
Howard Hall, had high blood pressure in his older years, but he wouldn't take the medication that the doctors 
offered him. He wouldn't take it. 

Sherelene: Why? Did he, just kind of ... 

Tracy: Oh, just felt ... I don't know. But, see, he lived to 85. He lived twenty more years. 

Sherlene: Maybe that's why. Those medications really kill you off. We don't really know what he died of. I 
think with better care from these doctors he may have lived to have been 95. I think Dr .... a dentist decided t 
.. well, my dad's false teeth. He had his uppers and his lowers removed like many of that generation did. An 
they weren't fitting very well. And one doctor, here he was, 85 years old, decided that he needed to cut his gu 
away to smooth out that irregular gum line and then they could give him a set of teeth that would fit better. Ane 
talked to them about the operation. So did my dad. "Oh, very minor, you know. We'rejust going to cut min. 
no big deal at all. No problem! " 

But, man, after they had dad in there for the longest time operating on him. I think an hour or an hour and a 
half, they finally let me in and I was appalled. They had just cut my father's mouth to pieces, and he went do~ 
hill after that. He couldn't stand that ordeal. And I think that's what really got him ... did him in. I was just 
sure my father would live to be at least 95 years old, maybe 100 years old. 

Sherlene: He looked so young. 

Tracy: My dad looked young and he was healthy and vigorous all his life. Exercised all his life. 

Sherlene: What do you like most about your wife? 

Tracy: Oh, I cariJiame one thing! Let me tell you some of her good traits. She's not afraid of work. She take 
initiative and gets things done. She is ... Everybody likes her. She has a likeable quality. Everybody in the 
ward or neighborhood, wherever we are, they always like Ida Rose. She talks good. She knows how to 
converse with people. She fills in some of my vacancies. I don't ... I'm not as gregarious as my wife. She : 
gregarious in a good way. She can talk with people and get along with people. I appreciate her for her efforts 
with the children where she was unstinting in raising her kids. That was her frrst order of business, and she eli 
it. She was a beautiful young girl, but she is beautiful now, but in a different way. 

Ida Rose: You don't get olderer you get betterer! (laughter) 

Sherlene: Mom's sitting her with this big grin. (more laughter) 

Tracy: Love is different when you get older. Isn't that right, Mom? 

Ida Rose: It's better. 

Tracy: It's, you know, when you're frrst married, it's that passionate love ... but its a milder ... 

Ida Rose: More enduring. 

Tracy: Yeah. More enduring. Deeper kind of a love, when you get older because you've had all these 
experiences together and that's what life is sort of all about. You know, living it out ... experiences together. 
think we have probably been a pretty good team because she compliments my dificiencies, and I hope I 
compliment some of hers. 

Ida Rose: Certainly do! 



;y: Oh, I think you grow and perfect yourself as you grow . We were inexperienced, but somehow or other 
better for inexperienced parents to raise kids than experienced ones, I guess. They've got to ... it seems ... 
y're programmed for it by the Lord. I'd hate to have to start raising kids over again right now. I don't think 
... I think we sort of grew into our routine. Mother was the leader of it, I would say. I give her credit for 
ting the early morning routine and sticking to it. 

rIene: I guess we already talked about the scripture reading and early breakfast and the practicing of the 
ruments, getting the chores done before we went to cello, to violin, to piano. 

Rose: Later on voice lessons. 

-:-y: The theory was that then the kids could play after school and they wouldn't have to do any of those things. 
y had already been done early morning, so they could be with their friends after school and whatever they 
lted to do, they could do. 

rIene: After raising all these children, what is your philosophy on child discipline? 

-:,y: Oh, we had conflicts in our family over child discipline. I was not quite as authoritarian as Ida Rose, but, 
we had disagreements. I thought she was unreasonable at times. 

Rose: I was. 

-:-y: But in the main, I felt, you know, she was with them all day. She had the main responsibility and was 
ng it, so I should minimize my criticism, but I did criticize her and make her cry. 

Rose: But you never did it in front of the children! Never! Never! 

;y: Yeah, I never criticized her in front of the children. 

Rose: Nor did he let the children know that he disagreed with me. He would get me aside and say, I think 
're too rough here, and you shouldn't have done this. In fact sometimes he was very difmite. And sometimes 
back down. And then I'd have to go tell the kids that I was wrong. 

dene: Gee, if we had only known that, we could have played up Dad a little bit more. 

Rose: It wouldn't have done you any good because we stuck together. 

dene: We always thought Daddy was really having a fight with you. 

-:-y: He was sometimes when the kids were getting out of line. In fact, I ... who was it you gave such a 
:llcing to that they were ... 

;y: Oh, Nancy probably got the biggest walloping of any kid when she was about sixteen years old I really 
fed up and really let her have it. The last spanking of my fatherhood! (laughter) 

rlene: In fact, that's the only one that I've ever even heard of. 

;y: Oh, no, I've spanked the kids. Not nearly as much as Mom, but .. 

rlene: I don't remember ever getting spanked 

;y: Oh, I would .. well. I ... See ... I ... I ... My, my anger is slower than Mom's, as a rule, 

Rose: His boiling point doesn't boil as fast. 



Tracy: And I can be pushed further before I explode. But, I will eventually explode, and have on several .. I 
think on most of the kids. Probably even 
with you, Sherlene, is that you don't remember it. 

Sherlene: What is your philosophy on child discipline? Do you think they should be spanked from time to tim 

Tracy: Oh, y~! 

Shirlene: Dryker's philosophy on the natural logical consequence? 

Tracy: Oh, no, I think spanking is the logical consequence of bad behavior on the part of kids. No. I believe 
I believe in the ruler. 

Ida Rose: Dryker's system ... you've lost control .. and kids enjoy it. (laughter) 

Sherlene: Why don't you just ... This isn't one of the questions, but I'm just sort of curious. How would y( 
just shortly, describe each one of your kids. 

Tracy: Shortly? 

Sherlene: Yeah, you take each child and describe his characteristics. 

Tracy: Well, everyone of them is different. And an interesting thing about kids that you soon learn is that to tr, 
all your kids equally and even-handed1y, and that's what you want to do. 

Ida Rose: That's impossible! 

Tracy: On the surface that's impossible, because every kid is different. And every kid has to have different 
treatment. Furthermore, as life progresses, the situation changes. The first kid has benefits and disadvantages 
and the last kid has benefits and disadvantages. You just can't get away from it. We were poor with the first k 
and when the last kids came along, we were a lot better off. So the last kids along gets the best fmancial deal, 1 
they don't get the discipline, and particularly the self-discipline of the first kids. So there are advantages and 
disadvantages of where you stand in the family. And what a parent has to do is try to, you know, circumstan< 
change as time progesses. Just try and make it as fair as you can, but you probably can't really make it absolut 
fair. And every child needs different treatment. I don't know how to characterize my kids. I'd have to think 
about that quite a bit. 

Sherlene: You know somebody twenty centuries from now might be 

Tracy: They're all ... Well, I would say ... I would say every one of our kids were very intelligent. Not a on 
of our kids was dumb. They were all highly intelligent. Everyone of them ... were highly intelligent. Of 
course, the whole pattern of the gospel is to improve yourself, and the improvement doesn't necessarily come ( 
the same time with everybody. 

Take David, for example. I've sort of had him pegged that he was maybe not one of our brighter kids, mayl 
the ... maybe at one time I may have thought that David was the kid with the least promise in intellectual areas~ 
but it was just that he was more of a late bloomer and things happen in peoples lives that change them. I think . 
Donna's death really sobered David up a lot. I don't know if you would agree with this analysis.. Well, his 
mission did, too. But, you see, David really buckled down and studied that year between the death of Donna. 
year and a half, I guess it was, before he married Karen. You know, he had to forget this horrible experience~ 
and he did it by burying himself in work. Mainly his school work. So, of all of our kids, who has the most 
education now? If you had said it would be either Tracy or Sherlene, maybe you have as much as David Let' 
see, David has a batchelor's degree in mechanical engineering. A master's degree in it, and a master's degree i 
business. And probably has had more years in college than any of the kids. 



'racy, you would characterize as very brilliant but slower. He works slowly. But ... I work slowly. He's 
'e like his dad in that respect. I'm sorry that Tracy didn't get his PhD. I think he should have gotten that so he 
lld be a member of the PhD club. Not that he isn't just as smart as 
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ing that Tracy, Jr. didn't get his degree at Berkley. Oh, a number of reasons, just that the hippy culture that 
.ts even with the professors, who are holding a required course in a beer hall on family evening night instead 
1 the regular classroom situation at the school. Tracy refused to go to that course. The only course he lacked 
et his degree as far as course work was concerned. Then they have those professors down there that figure 
r keep the slave labor on for five years ... Tracy had done plenty of work for a thesis, but this professor 
llips, who was his major prof wanted to keep him there about five years before he let him out. 

racy should have staid at BYU. He'd of got his PhD. He'd had a better thesis even, I think than what he 
ed up with at Berkley. Tracy and Betsy thought they should go to Berkley. And maybe they should, I don't 
w, but I wish they hadn't. 

don't know how you characterise the kids. They are all different. All have their virtues. Let's go on to 
therone. 

dene: I think we should just go down and describe their personalities. 

:y: Personality is pretty hard to describe. Sherlene's personality is in some ways like her mothers. In that she 
good talker, and interesting and likes people and easily becomes aquainted with people. Your personalities of 
and Mom are both outgoing personalities. Tracy Jr. is like me. Tracy Jr. has an introverted personality. An 

ard personality. He's a thinker. He's a dreamer, but a dreamer ... by a dreamer ... thinkers and scientific 
creative people are dreamers. They dream. They day-dream a lot. That's the way you come up with things. 
l're very good at writing. Tracy Jr. is good at writing. Tracy could have been a poet. He could have been an 
;lish major. In fact, Bob Thomas wanted him to be. All of you have musical talents, personality wise, Tracy's 
;onality ... he's a little ... I don't know how to say it. Maybe unpredictable on what you might expect him to 

Rose: He's got a subtle sense of humor. 

~: Yeah, he has a very subtle sense of humor. Tracy Jr. has. A very dry subtle sense of humor. My 
:hers are that way. Eugene and Wendell are that way. David David is very businesslike. 

Rose: He gets things done real fast. 

:y: Yeah, David works fast. And he gets things done. David is ambitious. He is industrious. I don't think 
s ob ... He's not at all obnoxiously ambitious. As much as I've seen of him lately. All of you seem to have a 
~ous nature. 

s see. We go on to Elizabeth. Elizabeth ... 

Rose: She's our most musical. 

~: She's probably the most musical. I don't know how to measure musical ability. True musical ability. I 
k you had some ability that even Liz wouldn't have. You have ... you could hear the piece and play it on 
cello. Liz could do that, but I think your ear might have even been better than Liz's. But Liz has perfect 

h. 

Rose: Liz never had to be coaxed to practice. 



Shirlene: Well, Liz had something artistic. A gift. She has a natural, sure she has worked at it hard, but she h 
a real gift ... something heaven sent. 

Tracy: Charlotte is our quietist child. She inherits that from her father. Because my natural tendency is to be 
quiet. 

Ida Rose: I thought you were ? 

Tracy: You know better than that! (laughter) Charlotte ... 

Ida Rose: You left out Virginia. 

Tracy: Oh, all right. I thought something was the matter. I was down to Charlotte already. But, I'll continue; 
with Charlotte. Charlotte is a peace maker type. Probably more of a peacemaker than any member of the fami: 

Ida Rose: She is the strong silent type 

Shirlene: She's the kindest. 

Tracy: Yeah, she is strong, silent, kind type. 

Sherlene: She never yells. 

Tracy: I would rate her spirituality high. I don't know as I've seen Charlotte blow up. She may have done at 
sometime in her life, but I haven't seen her. I've seen Liz blow up I think it takes quite a bit to make Liz blow 
up. 
Virginia. How do you describe Virginia? Virginia is a 

Sherlene: She's like her nickname, "Ginger." Lively and spicy and creative and sweet ... sweet, too. 

Ida Rose: Virginia is very good with kids. 

Shirlene: She's fun! She's ? 

Tracy: I think Virginia has tried to follow her patriarchal blessing, and some of the other kids have, too. Her 
patriarchal blessing mentions something about teaching the public schools of the nation, something like that, 0 

teaching the children of the nation. So she became a schoolteacher to try and exploit that. Of course, the ones 
who have been on missions - Sherlene, Tracy Jr., and David. They all overlap their missions. There was a si; 
months period when we had three miss_i9~~ut. And then Liz was the first one married. And then Virginh 
went on a mission and then Charlotte ~-a mission, so three of our five daughters and both of our sons v 
on missions. And we hold the record in the ward and have for years. No other family in our ward that has se 
five of their children on missions. 

Ida Rose: Especially daughters. 

Tracy: And we didn't particularly encourage our daughers. We just let it happen. 

Ida Rose: They all wanted ... really wanted to go. 

Sherlene: No, you didn't at all. In fact, you practically tried to talk us out of them. 

Ida Rose: Just wanted to make sure if you wanted to go. 

Sherlene: You certainly didn't apply one ounce of pressure. 



Rose: ? in fact, worse. 

-:y: Nancy, the youngest, is an extremely creative person in art and probably could also be in music. But she 
nitely has the artist likeability in the family and it's natural. We never could get her to develop it. We hope 
11 still have time in this life to get that done. But, that's her really creative thing. We're happy to see that 
s turning out to be quite a good mother, I think. Don't you? 

ll, that's a brief run-down on our kids. We've got to move along. 

rIene: Hey, what do you think about politics? 

-:y: Oh, politics is for the birds. I'm very conservative in today's political arena, if you want to call it that. I 
k the country is rapidly going to pieces. I'm particularly concerned about the national debt, which, I think, is 
main cause of inflation. I'm concerned about the welfare program which I think just perpetuates itself. And 
er does.. it ruins people. And perpetuates the jobs of bureaucrats and politicians. And we'll probably never 
lble to change it on that account. It turns out that politicians just seem interested only in perpetuating 
nselves. Hardly any of them ever want to leave their positions and their perquisites and their public ... their 
:e in the public eye. I don't know. I worry about our country. I believe that politicians are betraying our 
lding fathers in the way they conduct our affairs. 

'axation is terrible. Beyond the point of no-return, almost. The government assumes that it can spend our 
ley better than we as individuals, and that's not true. 

Rose: We have many good men ~ trying, but it certainly is impossible to ? 

:y: But they are certainly in the minority. 

rIene: Why are you a republican instead of a democrat? 

Rose: Just for ? sake (laughter) 

:y: Well, the main reason is that Republicans in a general way are more conservative fiscally and socially. 
y want less welfare, lower taxes, that kind of thing. 

rIene: What do you think of the Watergate affair? 

:y: Oh, it .... well, nobody in my family will agree with me on this. I'm alone. I think that Nixon was no 
"se than Franklin D. Roosevelt. I think he was better than Johnson, and I think he was more honest than 
medy. And I think he was framed. I don't approve of what any of these men do. I was deplored to hear that 
on swore. But, it was a political thing. Y 
ause you could have taken Johnson and impeached him for more reasons than you can try to impeach Nixon. 
l you could certainly have done it with Franklin D. Roosevelt, and many of the others. I think it ... now you 
~ for my point of view. I think he was framed. You could have just as well have done it with several other 
.idents, including Kennedy. And have just as much ground for trying to impeach him. 

rIene: But would you characterize Nixon as ... you're speaking relatively with other presidents, say there was 
that contrast with all those other presidents would you think Nixon was a good president? 

-;y: Well, I think you have to the contrast. I was disappointed in NIXon as being too liberal. I thought he 
Ild be more conservative. 

Rose: What did you think about the cover-up? 

:y: I didn't think ... well, it was wrong. But I don't think it was the, you know, the crime of the century. It 
. described by his opponents as "The Crime of the Century!" It was not that. It was just bad .. 



Sherlene: Well, what kind of a man would you want to be as president of the Unites States? Who... would: 
have chosen if you could have just chosen someone? 

Tracy: Oh, David O. McKay and President Kimball. 

Sherlene: That's what we need, I guess. A prophet president! 

Ida Rose: Joseph Kennedy I would have voted for. 

Tracy: Which Kennedy? You mean David Kennedy. Yes! He would impress you as being a really good 
president. 

Sherlene: I guess this next question has sort of been covered. What kind of a man was Truman, Eisenhower, 
Roosevelt, Johnson, Kennedy. Nixon. Do you have comments on any of them in retrospect. 

Tracy: Yeah. Eisenhower was the best of those presidents. 

Sherlene: If you were president of the United States, what are some fo the changes you would like to make? 

Tracy: Well, I've sort of hinted at them already. I think it is next to impossible for any president to make any 
changes because of the entrenched bureauacracy. But I would strive to make it so people did not become ward 
slaves of the Federal Government. In a sense, those on welfare are slaves of our federal government. There h 
way they can have any pride of accomplishment or anything else, and yet, these people are in the system for th 
even four generations and they want to continue it. They're enslaved. They're trapped in that system, and, it r 
seem cruel, but it would have been better to let them have gone a little bit hungry, you know, and had to work : 
it. 

The church plan is best in the welfare plan. Try as much as you possible can to have them earn as much as t 
receive. Just don't give it to them.. That's the biggest mistake in the whole welfare program. Also, having th 
welfare program administered nationally is bad I think private charity is the only kind of charity there should 1 
Government ... what we really have... Socialism is a religion in a sense. It would not admit to that, but 
Socialism and Communism are religions. And what we have is a state religion in the United States of America 
It's as far as our temporal affairs are concerned. It has taken over and is putting its nose in the business of the 
churches and private organizations. The government leaders would say, ''Well, the church has failed, and didt 
take care of the people. Well, the government has had forty years and has spent hundreds of billions of dollar~ 
and they haven't solved a single problem. I think private charity would have done a better job. 

Sherlene: No one can afford private charity anymore, because they are so busy paying taxes to fill the welfare 
bill. 

Tracy: I believe in limited government. I would strive for limited federal government, whose primary purpose 
to protect us from aggression, and to take care of a minimum number of things, and let the people truly exercis. 
free enterprise. That's what I would be for. 

Ida Rose: Tracy for governor! Tracy for ... 

Sherlene: I would vote for him. I can remember being in a grass-roots ... I can't even remember what it was 
anymore. Political situation. Town meeting, or something in Provo, where they voted you in as a 

Tracy: A delegate. Delegate to the state convention. First to the county convention and next to the state 
convention. 

Sherlene: I can remember I was very proud because there were two or three nominations and then someone 
nominated Daddy. And everyone was supposed to keep their head down and not look And it was a big room 



filled with all kinds of people. In fact, we were sitting toward the very back and I peeked when they raised 
r hands. And I think almost everybody in the whole room voted for Daddy. 

Rose: They usually do it by secret ballot. 

~lene: I saw everybody raising their hands 

-;y: It could have been done that one time. I wouldn't remember. 

rlene: They told them to 10wer-tliJi'teyes. They weren't supposed to look, but I peeked. 

'?f: That's the only time I've ever done that. They've asked me to do that. They get later. But I've always 
~ed. In fact, Howard Nielsen wanted to know if I wouldn't, you know, why didn't I get into politics and try 

go up ... But I don't think that's my ... I wouldn't do very well in politics. 

rlene: At any rate, I was very proud that day when so many people voted for you. That was the next 
stion. Have you ever considered going into politics. Have you ever considered becoming an educator, and 
Ig into adminsitration of some kind? 

~
. Yeah. In my mid forties I realized that many scientists have the option of becoming administrators and are 

, atred to know whether to stay in the laboratory or become an administrator. I kept working towards more 
more being an administrator. And I dreamed, "Well now, should I really try to be an administrator. Should I 

Ly try to become a college president? Because, you know, it's been in the family with my Uncle Aaron and 

I 

It-not. Yeah, a lot of those thoughts went through my head in mid forties. They say that's a time of re
!Ssment, but I decided in favor of staying in the laboratory and not becoming an administrator. 

had had some administrative job offers several times. I was asked to apply for a job as Dean of the Graduate 
001 at the University of Missouri at Raleigh. I declined that invitation. I was invited to throw my hat in the 
; for the presidency of Weber College a few years back, and I did and then after awhile I got to thinking about 
got cold feet and withdrew my name. I was offered one time ... I've been contacted several times by that 
lagement recruiting firm, Boos, Allen, Hamilton, and I've never taken any of their offers. I was once offered 
directorship of a scientific laboratory that Kennecott Copper wanted to establish. I was told we could build the 
anywhere we wanted, even out in Utah, and I could pick my own men and my own personnel. It was to be a 
of about 100 people. I declined that. They said name your own salary, and I declined that. Mom was a little 
urbed that I didn't pursue that one a little further. 

:ennecott finally built a laboratory in New Jersey. I think they call it the Legemont Lab. And that was the lab I 
the offer on. General Electric tried to hire me back on a couple of occasions. The first one was, I suppose, 

Tbe after I had been out in Provo for about two years. 

dene: What kind of a salary did they offer you? 

~y: Well, I talked with Hal Bovenkirk, and said, "Look, I'm the kind of a guy who is probably worth a 
dred thousand dollars. How about sixty-five thousand." He says, nOh, I think they would consider that kind 
alary!" That was about 1964. 

Rose: You work as much as ? for that! (laughter) 

-;y: A little bit more than I'm making at the BYU. 

dene: I have here, but you've discussed it, I think. What have you been doing at BYU in teaching and 
arch? 

~y: I've taught mostly freshman chemistry. I have taught special courses on high pressure about every other 
~ for quite a number of years. When I fITst went to BYU there was no one there who was expert in the more 



advanced areas of science. Such as quantum mechanics and statistical mechanics. And I taught those courses 
because there was no one else to teach them. But, when, in a couple years of my being there, they had hired 
chemists and were expanding the department quite rapidly and got people who could handle those courses. 

I've taught chemistry for chemists at times. I've taught freshman chemistry for everyone. The course I've 
taught the most is Chemistry 105, which is chemistry for physics people, engineers, medicine, dentisty. I've 
taught advanced physical chemistry once, I think, but the trouble with teaching advanced courses is that I was ( 
of that for so long as director of research that certain people got entrenched in teaching those courses, and then 
when I was free from being director of research there was just not the availability. And in some respects I real] 
didn't want to spend the time it would take to build up the particular laboratories, but, in the high-pressure area 
chemists, physicists, chemica1 engineers had taken high pressure courses from me for years. 

Dan: What about lecturing? 

Tracy: I do a lot of lecturing. I'm called on to lecture to all kinds of classes on campus. Art classes, psycholo 
classes, chern engineers are always having me lecture. The chemists have me lecture a few times a year. 

Sherlene: What do you lecture about? 

Tracy: Well, high pressure and making diamonds, but also a lot on ... creative persons can do other things 
besides chemistry and I get ... In art I had one crazy thing I did in art. Sort of the Hall rectangles if you wan1 
call them that, vs the golden rectangle. I have a whole series of rectangles of interest that I have mathematically 
developed. And I have lectured to the audience about that. They call me over to psychology and other courses 
speak on creativity and, you know, what makes ... how come people are creative and why are you creative? 
What do you think creativity is? Things like that. 

Sherlene: What do you think creativity is? 

Tracy: Oh, that's an hour lecture. We can't get into that one. 

Sherlene: Is that on a tape somewhere? We ought to have some of those, you know. 

Tracy: I don't think so? I've lectured to the college of business. Student groups are having me lecture all the 
time. Here, there, and everywhere. 

Dan: The year I graduated, I noticed that various graduate degrees that were being awarded in what areas and 
through the graduate professors. I think you were the one who had more degree. You wanted the students wt 
were associated with you than anyone else. 

Tracy: That could have been at times in the past, but that's been going downhill, and that's one reason I'm 
becoming discouraged with being at BYU. Graduate students, just nothing but downhill in the sciences and . 
they just aren't any students to work with. My last student to work for a PhD was Carl Johansen, and, man, tl 
was probably five years ago. Maybe longer than that. I've had to work with undergraduates. We've had 80m 
good ones, but we've had some poor ones. And we just can't continue that way. Let's see, I was going to sa~ 
something else. What was it? 

Dan: Why is it going that way? Do you see any particular kind? 

Tracy: Opportunity. People are going into medicine and biochemistry, because there is no opportunity. Nooo 
is hiring in the other areas. 

Ida Rose: Industry is--now prefers engineers .. 

Tracy: Industry is hiring mainly bachelor's degrees. Physics is way down. It is hard to get a job as a physici: 
Geologists have been way down. Chemistry is down, but not as much. Chemical engineers still get jobs, but 



mists. Oh, it's not quite that bad, but it's bad. To only have six people working for a PhD in a year when 
e are 32 professors, that's bad. 

Rose: I can see you have to compete with the big name schools. 

;y: At the big name schools, one professor will have 30 students, see. also, there is ... people are arguing in 
scientific magazines that most universities shouldn't be in graduate work. There's not that many people to be 

t led. There's not that much need. They think there ought to be half a dozen universities.. mainly the Ivy 
;ue, Cal Tech, and a few others that produce the PhD's and the rest of them don't even try . 

. : Have there been a drastic cut in money going into basic research? 

-;y: Yeah . 

. : From government and private? 

-;y: Particular the dollar figure stays about the same, but inflation has cut if in half, and the overhead at the 
lersities ... When I first started our overhead was 15 %. Now it's about 80%. Look, you have a thirty 

. _ ~dollar grant and the BYU is taking 80% as overhead, you don't have a very big grant. It's cut by a 
r~()~. 3, since I first went there 22 years ago. So you've got three or four thousand dollars to play with. 
~ You can't do anything! 

"here are other bad things. The Freedom of Information Act makes it so that when I write a proposal and send 
to the National Science Foundation, you know it used to be reviewed confidentially by a few people. Now, 
public property. Anybody ,can come in and look at that. How many scientists do you think are going to 
~e, say their best secrets, that they want to try their best ideas. They aren't. What they do is try to put out an 
L that they judge will get them the grant, but doesn't really tell them all their big ideas . 

. : A decoy idea! 

-:,y: Yeah, a decoy idea. Right! And I don't like that kind of business. 

rlene: Tell about Jesse Evans Smith and the diamond earrings. 

-:,y: Well, I don't remember the exact details of that. But she was prophet Joseph Fielding Smith's wife, and 
knew there were 

Rose: Brother-in-law of the McConkie's. 

-:,y: Right, and she was somehow aware of our diamond making business in Provo and knew that we made 
,e black megadiamonds. And we had cut a few of these into tie tacks and things like that. And I don't know 
exact details, but we got the message from Ben E. Lewis, vice president of the University, that Jesse Evans 
lth wanted us to produce for her a set of these black diamonds for ear-rings. And she wanted it to be known 
she had pierced ears, so they had to fit her pierced ears. 

VeIl, it's not all that easy to produce a set of ear-rings. It's really quite a job. The diamond is hard and very 
icult to lap. Before we got around to doing it, sister Jesse Evans Smith passed away, so we're sorry ~ 
n't somehow got the things made in spite of the obstacles and difficulty and got them off to her. 1f I meet her 
le Pearly Gates and she ~s ~-lhere her ear-rings are. 

dene: Didn't she g~~ of requests'! It seems like Dad didn't get around to it and then ... Didn't she 
lly even contact you on that? 

:;y: Well, it came from the highest authority that we ought to get something to her. But, we didn't ever get it 
~. 



Sherlene: But you did make something. You did have something started ... 

Tracy: No, we hadn't. We never did ever start it for her. 

Sherlene: Oh, didn't you? 

Tracy: No, we've made tie tacks. rve worn one around myself. I made one kind of a thing for Mom. And tt 
are a few around. 

Sherlene: How about the time that Indian came to see you and you put him to work carrying lumber. 

Tracy: Well, .. a rathel" important ~hiS is OVel" in India. An India Indian came to my lab on the 24th 0 
July. I had forgotten that I had an appointment with him. I was downJQ 9JJI.-ShoP on Columbia Lane doing sc 
work with a student that I had hired to put new doors clear across the ftrnllnd make these doors insulated. An 
all of a sudden I get a call that here's this Indian, and he had an appointment with me. And so I told Mom ... 
was rather perturbed because I had been busy and hadn't had any time to get at these doors. I said, Well, tell h 
in a polite way to cool his heels at the Royal University Inn and rll take him to lunch. Well, I finally decided a 
2:00 o'clock it was getting late enough that I better go take him out to lunch. So I went and picked him up and 
said, "Look, let's wait a little bit for lunch. I've got a student down there working and we just ran out of lum 
And I've got to see if there's someplace in this town where we can get some lumber. 

Ida Rose: It was on a Saturday. 

Tracy: Yea, well, it was a holiday, the 24th of July, so we chased all over town trying to find a place open wh 
we could get some lumber« Finally I ended up clear out in Pleasant Grove. I noticed a light on in a lumber 
store thel"e and a bookkeeper was thel"e worki~ S1!.I ~n the door and talked him into letting me in. ~ 
he sold the 2 x 4's to me and then I had him nrecarryout the 2 x 4's and we tied them on top of our green 
Chrysler and hawled them back to the shed, and I said, "Well, let's just talk here while we work." So l parmr 
~ ---------

'-

Shirlene: Did you have lunch in there somewhere? 

Tracy: Not yet, so we ... I had him hold one end of the board while I measured it and cut it off and had him 
there working with us. Finally it got to be time that we fmally got to lunch around 5:00 o'clock or so. 

Ida Rose: He had to be at the airport. I think you are a little off on your time. He had to be at the airport at 5:( 

Tracy: I'm not sure. Five o'clock came 

Sherlene: You had to walk up to the univrsity somewhere in there. 

Tracy: Yeah, I think he did walk up to the Unviersity somewhere in 

Ida Rose: He could have walked up to the University first and save time that way. 

Tracy: Oh, yeah, I guess that was it. The university was vacant that day. 

Sherlene: No, he called and asked for a ride. And you told him to go ahead and walk. 

Tracy: No. 

Sherlene: That's the way I heard it. 
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I'm telling about the gentleman from India that came to visit me. I said we better go up to the school and see w 
you have come to see, so I took him up there and showed him a press that I had built with my own money. A 

;z,o£.Iton cubic press, one with square bases that were cut out of big steel plates that I had been calling the Indian pre 
I lately. M YW;lyJ slIQwe4 WIll tnat(p1<iJJlJlge 9i~nds in it, and he saw how quickly and easily that was done 
He left ~ ~a§ Amfhewenrt5ii1lls way back to India. Well, I ... he left a book with me that 

tiiad written. I looked in this book afterwards and found out he was a real big shot back there in India. So, I 
thought, Oh, Boy, I really blew that one. 

I sometimes have so many visitors come through the "Y" I get sort of ignorant to them and don't treat them 
L ~AlA;J-/I've tried to reform in recent years. rm sure I've turned a lot of people off in the past, but they were coming 

/"(j ... t through so constantly, I couldn't get my work done, but I decided that that's bad for the church, so I have triee 
refonn and I really encourage them and invite them to stay at our house and all this, that, and the other. Get Dc 
involved, take them to Temple Square, whatever I can do to try and help them live their knowledge of the chn 
which might eventually help us some and, who knows, get some converts. But anyway I figured that was the 
of him. Later on they came back and wanted to buy that press. And, of course, I sold it to them in the fall of 

l~~r~~~A0 ~_ 
Ida Rose and I went to India aed after having shipped that press over there, and installed it and put it in 

operation for them. 

Sherlene: Did you ever talk to him about that whole thing. 

Tracy: Oh, No. No, I never brought up the subject, but the thing you have to realize here is the cast system in 
India which was officially abolished~ still exists. It was very frustrating to be over there. Indian 

tJ. ; J~ scientists do not want to do a single thing WIth their hands. Manual labor is almost against their religion. It's I 
) ~ ~t system. Anyone who works with his hands is lower than somebody who just sits and commands a 

airects and tells. And when I was over there with a crescent wrench in my hand underneath the press trying to 
assemble it, they didn't like it. I was lousing up their system. "Oh, No! Give the wrench to this man. Tell hi 
how to do it!" It was very frustrating. 

My impression of the people who call themselves scientists in India illl!stty bad because they do not want t< 
work with their hand~ .ilP9 you can never have good science without hitfMg .... Scientists themselves who ha, 
theoretical knowledge'ruso willing to do a certaip~ount of the manual part of science. I could give you a wh( 
tape or two on India. Mom and I kept sotf oftfAOg and diary when we went there and it's in a book. You can 
read about it in that book we wrote on our trip. I think you'll find that book interesting. I forget what kind of 
I think it's a bound notebook that we both wrote in ... various impressions of our trip, and that's at home in 
Provo. 

Sherlene: W.ith your Books of Remembrance and that kind of record. F 

Tracy: It's not in that kind of record. No, its in just a separate bound volume that we would take turns writing 
~ r 

Sherlene: I mean, do you keep it with those kinds of records? 

Tracy: Oh, it's on my bookshelf with my books in my study. 

Sherlene: What are some of the most embarrasing things that have ever happened to you? 

Tracy: Before we answer that question, let me tell you that ... my scientific notebooks do contain some 
comments from time to time that could be about our family history. I've never kept a diary continuously. Motl 



,If 
Well, I admire both my counselors in the bishopric. They are very fme men, We get along very well and all th 
alike. The current people I know. Those are the closest to me. Reese Hansen, who is an attorney, assitant de 
of the law school. And William T. Wolf, whom we have known since Stadiium Village days. He's a former 
Bishop. He was bishop of a student ward years ago, at that time. So he's already an ordained bishop, so whe 
leave I say, "Bill, you're an ordained bishop, anything the bishop has to do, you do!" (laughter) 

I admired Wilkinson. He had his quirks, but he was a guy I could admire. Many people hated him. But I 
admired him ... crusty character. Tough, onery, but he, you know, he had the right ideas. Great free enterpri; 
A man who wanted you to work hard. He would really cuss you out, but he nevr held a grudge. Most people 
couldn't take his raking over the coals. Just one raking over the coals by Wilkinson and they were dead They 
had to get out ofBYU. 

Sherlene: Did he ever rake you over the coals? 

Tracy: Yeah, but not real hard. I could almost always get Wilkinson to agree with my point of view. 

What are some of the happiest memories you have of experiences with your children? 

Tracy: We havesort of gone over those. Summer vacation trips and things like that. Performances and their 
graduation. Things they do in church. The fact that they were active. 

Of all the awards abd recognitions you have received, which brought you the greatest satisfaction? 

Well, I think being Bishop before I am through with it will bring me the greatest satisfaction. It's a recognized 
position. I was getting so ... you know, I think ... You don't aspire to church positions, but I think I had 
always hoped that someday I would have the chance of being a Bishop. You know, in those stakes that we're 
where you got stake presidents, patriarchs, mission presidents, almost general authorities running out your ear: 
over the place. I was called to be a counselor, you see, and having had that experience, as years went by, I, v 
you know, you've had your tum. That's the best you can do. But, if your out in the mission field you get to ~ 
bishop or maybe even a stake president. But not here. And I was getting too old, because I'm the oldest Bish( 
in the stake. They're all younger. They usually pick bishops in their early forties. Even their late thirties 
nowdays. So, it was a surprise and a happy surprise and I appreciated it. And I like it. I like being Bishop. I 
I know you're not supposed to recognize Bishops and stake presidents, but it's one of the ordained callings in . 
church. You know, you're ordained a Bishop. You're not ordained to be a counselor. And I think Mom ... 
Mom has told me that of all the things that have happened to me, that's the one that she likes the best. 

Sherelene: That was proud for all of us. We were all there. To see that happen. 

Tracy: And we've just arrived at question number 104, and Sherlene ... I'm worn out and that's the end 

Sherlene: Was that the end? How about that! 

Tracy: There is still a little left on this tape, but I'm not going to use it up. Oh, there's about ninety cents wort: 
tape left, but I think that's got to be the end. 

Sherlene: Well, what question? What question now, "There's got to be one more question. What question 
didn't I ask that I should have? A very important question that you always should ask at the end of every 
interview. What important question should I have asked that I didn't ask? I haven't asked what your deepest 
spiritual experiences have been? 

Tracy: Well, I've never had an angel come and stand next to me. I've never had an open revelation, and some 
have had these things. I have never really aspired to it. I don't think I need it. I think it would be great to haVI 
that kind of an experience. I haven't particularly actively sought that kind of thing. The spiritual experiences t1 
come to me, come to me when you may not be expecting it. Some situations, something develops and I get a 
lump in my throat and I get tears in my eyes and I feel the gospel's truth. Trace the gospels truth, you know. 



.11 And that has happened hundreds of times in my life. But, I haven't seen the face of the Savior like some 
pIe say they've seen. And some people say you have to see that or you're not going to the Celestial 
gdom. And so I'm not going to the Celestial Kingdom. (laughter) 

Rose: Yes, you are, dear, but guide me through the door, too. 

-;y: ? happens to m~, and I have spiritual highs and lows like everybody does. I try to stay on high as 
~h as I can, but sometimes you go months with ... I don't know, you just feel a little bit negative. Not real 
ative.. and it's all relative, too, because I think as we grow older we are striving to perfect ourselves and 
re more critical of ourselves. 

ut, I frankly, went through a rather long period of ... I don't know what you would call it. Not being on a 
itual high in away, being lower for no reason that I can understand It lasted too long, but when ~ ~ back on 
again was when I went into that cemetery and these guys didn't go with me, and I'm still living o~n",., > 

rIene: Tell about that. You wrote it the other day, but tell it! 

-;y: Well, there is essentially nothing more to tell than what I wrote in the little book, Sherlene, but ... I'm 
! Satan's around, you know, trying to poke you and persuade you and kick you every which way he can, so 
if you're in the spiritual doldrums long enough, you know, you can probably get in trouble someway or 
ther. So ... doesn't everybody have those? I'm not unique in that, am I? 

Rose: Oh, no. No! 

dene: Everybody does. 

-:.y: I don't ... I don't doubt that ? in these low periods, you know," that sometimes ? "I wonder if this 
II worthwhile." Something like that, you know . 

rIene: Everybody hits that! 

-:.y: But being a bishop tends to keep you on your toes spiritually most of the time. You see lots of depressing 
gs. Get into impossible problems that people have that you wonder how on earth you could ever in a million 
~s help them get out of their problems. Mom was saying the other day that we seem to have the best if not 
ainly one of the best wards in the church. Way up there in the top, but 

dene: In fact, the top, Right! You ought to tell it on the tape. Let's tell about that ward. 

-:.y: I was thinking the other day, just yesterday, that our ward is the top ward as measured by ten items which 
stake considers. These are statistical items, and when the general authorities come to our stake, they say we're 
top stake in the church. So, I have never really thought of this before. It just suddenly hit me yesterday. 
t, boy, you ought to be real humble, Tracy Hall, you are the Bishop of probably what is the top ward in the 
>le church. And there are almost 4,000,000 members of the church. Boy, you better do your job right. 
use you have a real special privilege. And I have. You know, we have our problems, too, and I wonder what 
problems would be like in a ward that wasn't up where ours is, sometimes. But, it's a challenge to be the 
top. I enjoy it. I enjoy it a lot. And I try to do my job. I know that in jobs as you get used to them, that you 
tend to slack off. I hope I don't do that. 

:'s embarrassing to me to bare my testimony on a public record, and that's what they've asked me to do. I 
e a testimony. As I was just saying, I haven't had a translating experience. It's been a testimony that has 
!ntially been with me all my life. It's had its highs and its lows, but it has always been there. I know the 
pel is true, and I know that Joseph Smith was a prophet. The prophet of this latter-day to establish the work in 
time, and I know that our current president Kimball is the prophet. And I know that Jesus is the Christ, as he 
med to be, as the true Messiah. I'm grateful and thankful to him for the great blessing he has brought to all 
kind And I just pray that I can always be worthy of that blessing and take advantage of it and be an example 



-:;y: No, that was a rented one. We had the Fiat.. and the Ford .. 

Rose: At Clakimus! You're right! 

Rose: But when we went up to Canada, we had our own. 

-:;y: Right! OK, if I was doing it over again, I would have gone in debt to have bought a house trailer to pull 
ind the car, and taken more trips with the kids. When we finally got to where I felt we could afford to buy a 
se trailer, you know, pay cash for it and all that, then the kids didn't really want to go. 

Rose: They were older ... 

:y: See, first you were older and working and gone and then ... nobody wanted to go. The trip we took with 
~as it with Virginia and you and Nancy to Canada. Now, that was a happy trip. And we really enjoyed that. 

rlene: You came and picked us up in illinois on your way, I think. 

-:;y: But that was almost the last one of a vacation. Now we did come in the house trailer to 

Rose: That's when goes to ... she went up to Canada for some purpose. We came back east with the 
er, too. 

~y: That was fun, too. But, see, it wasn't with the whole tribe. While they were all little. If I had done that 
r again, I would get that vacationing equipment at an earlier date. But these outings with the kids, they were 
ly fun. Other happy times were proud times. You know, like kids gratuating from high school, and 
fuating from college. Also, seeing the kids accomplish on musical instruments. You know, if I would play 
piano. I can remember playing the piano while Tracy played a difficult piece on his violin. That was a happy 
!, and I probably did similar things with all of you. At least earlier in my life. When you were in plays and 
accomplishment of your kids brought real happiness to both of us, and I'd say those were the kinds of happy 

!S we really had 

Ve've had happy times together. Sometimes, we've ... you know, the kids can get to be a drain on you. I 
remember taking a few trips when someone offered to tend the kids and we'd go off alone. We went to 
ltreaL We took two or three geneology trips, where we left the kids with somebody else. You know, be on a 
)nd honeymoon with your wife. Those are happy times. We've had more and more chance to have those and, 
ourse, eventually, Charlotte will get married and we'll be back alone. And I've been wondering what that's 
19 to be like. I bet we'll feel lost in many ways. Here we are back just like we were before we had any kids. 

rlene: Back where you were. We'll send our little chillens to spend the summer with their grandparents. 
laughter) 

~y: Get along with your questions, daughter. 

rlene: OK. Hardest times? 

:y: Hardest times! I don't know. lllnesses are hard times 

Rose: All those fevers and measles and mumps and chicken pox ... 

:y: Mom has had a couple of bad operations. One when I was away in the navy when that doctor operated on 
and ended up just taking your appendix out. 

Rose: Which didn't need to come out! 



Tracy: Then she had her hysterectomy. I think that was a serious operation that could have, you know, could 
have gone wrong. 

Ida Rose: Did you worry about me when I had those operations? 

Tracy: Well, sure! 

Ida Rose; I didn't worry about me! (laughter) 

Tracy: I'm glad you didn't. It was sad at the death of our parents. My own mother and Ida Rose's mother. ft. 
my father ... those were sad. One really sad thing was the loss of our nephew Randy. Randall Hall, my broth 
Eugene's son in that bad scout accident, in which 13 people, 5 of them from our Pleasant View First Ward wer 
killed. That was a very, almost terrifying time, you know, not knowing whether Tracy and David were safe, a 
hearing over the radio the death of Randy. That was a sad, really sad trying unhappy experience. 

Sherlene: And Donna! 

Tracy: Oh, yeah! The death of Donna. David's wife of only three and a half months. That was very sad. 

Ida Rose: Now, I didn't even think of the deaths. 

Tracy: We've been very fortunate in not losing any of our own children, and so far, none of our grandchildrer 
can't just off-hand think of any other really sad or unhappy times. 

Sherlene: What would you describe as the hardest experience of your life? 

Tracy: Well, one very hard experience was the General Electric experience when they were not giving me cred 
for the synthesis of diamond which scientists had been trying to pull off for over 150 years. Those were very 
trying times. 

Ida Rose: I think if it hadn't been for the church, it could really have been a lot worse if it hadn't been for the 
faith he had. 

Sherlene: What would you change if you had your life to live over? 

Tracy: Well, one can sometimes get in a reflective mood and wonder how it might have been if you married 
somebody else, or all kinds of things, but I've never given it any, you know, serious thought. Just things pas 
through your head. You know, what if you'd taken this job and not that job, but, I really never dwelt on anytt 
like that, because I don't believe it's constructive. You can't live your life over, so you just better take today al 
do the best with it that you can. 

Scientists have minds that... creative people have minds that imagine everything almost, and that's why 
they're creative because they're imaginative. I've imagined what would have happened if I hadn't ... What if 
had gone to work for DuPont, and this, that, and the other? But, I never dwelt on it or, you know. I don't tm 
would really change very much. A life is filled with disappointments, happiness, experiences, troubles, a few 
fights with your wife and a few fights with your kids, but, that's all the experience the Lord intended for us to 
have. If we were just one smooth happy sailing vessel, we wouldn't be getting what the Lord wanted us to be 
getting here on this earth. 

Sherlene: I guess you've sortof touched on this, but how do you feel about the family you raised? 

Tracy: Very good! We're poud of every one of them. 

Sherlene: What kind of a routine did you and Morn establish when we were growing up? 



Tracy: Oh, you know, when somebody's injured you don't know how to bawl them out. I didn't at the time, 
later on I told her ... 

Ida Rose: Did you ? what you was looking for. Why didn't you get out of there? 

Tracy: Save yourself, not the house. 

Ida Rose: Oh, I was guilty. I had a guilty -conscience for my stupidity. If it had been somebody else's stuJ>idi 
? 

Tracy: Well, I would describe her as being very pleasant and talkative in a nice way. In that people would real 
enjoy being with her and talking with her, and I would tell them some of the things she does, like raising flow( 
and things like that. 

Sherlene: What are some of your happiest memories of life with Mother? 

Tracy: Well, 

Ida Rose: He has probably already covered this! 

Tracy: The happiest times! Well, before any kids come along, you have happy times just because you're you 
and way in love, you know, and marriage is all new. That's happy. That's happy times. Then the children st 
coming along, and the birth of your kids is a happy time. You're always glad for the new kids. We always w 
We didn't not want any of our kids. We wanted all of them. (laughter and sighs of appreciation) So births w 
happy times. 

Ida Rose: I was only going to have five and now I have six! Wejust knew they weren't all here. 

Tracy: But, I don't know if I can remember any specific really happy times. Family reunions have been very 
happy times Something that we want to continue. Family is the thing that means the most to you. Would you 
agree to that? 

Ida Rose: Oh, yeah! 

Tracy: Family, by far, is the most important thing. It's more important than your accomplishments. Or your 
work, or anything. It's ... 

Ida Rose: The older you get, the more you realize this. 

Tracy: Yeah, and what you want to see, most of all, is for your children to succeed. Particularly to be in the 
church. That's what brings the real happiness. Is having your kids grow up and do their duty in the church. 1 

do what is right, because that becomes a major happiness to parents. 

Ida Rose: Not just the children, you know that they'll be happy. 

Tracy: Yeah, that's the greatest area of happiness, really. Our vacations were happy times. All of our vacatio: 
I wish we had taken more of them. We were conservative financially. I was a lot more conservative fmanciaf 
than Mom. For example, we rented a trailer a couple of times and went on trips. Maybe you remember them. 
And, boy, those were really fun times. Particulary that time when we went up to Washington and swam in tha 
Clakimus Creek area,-lake and ... 

Sherlene: That must have been while I was on my mission. I don't remember that. 

Ida Rose: We took our .. 



truck, however. Well, of course, we learned of all these happenings later. And it was a traumatic experience a 
we learned and listened to the radio and waited for telephone calls. 

But, as they were going up a hill on dirt road towards their destination on the river, the truck had become 
overheated, and you know how overheated engines are ... they're kinda balky. And this young man stalled tht 
engine. Well, with a stalled engine, when you have power brakes, the power brakes didn't work. So, he had 
brakes. Instead of leaving the truck in gear, he shifted it into neutral, and he tried to start the engine. And ther 
course, the truck started to roll backwards and gained momentum. A few people, well, there were some poopl, 
I understand it, who were even sleeping in the truck. But, some were standing up and managed to jump out, b 
most of the people in the truck .. it rolled over a ciff and the truck rolled over. It pinned our nephew Randy 
underneath. David Our son David was right next to him and Randy was killed David says that the weight 0 
the truck on Randy and on Randy's chest, held the truck up sufficient from him. David was also pinned under 
truck, but it held the weight of the truck sufficiently, that David wasn't killed. 

Tracy was thrown out. Thirteen people in all were killed and many were injured seriously. Five boys from 
ward were killed and our scoutmaster and our assistant scoutmaster. We heard of Randy's death over the radi( 
but did not know about David and Tracy and the others. Ida Rose and I as soon as we heard of the accident, \\ 
quickly went and knelt in prayer and asked the Lord to enable us to bear whatever we might have to bear, and 
asked for the Lord's blessings and guidance on all of the young men, including our own, if their lives could be 
preserved, if that was at all possible. 

We heard from David I don't know what time, maybe nine or ten o'clock at night. We first heard this worl 
around four o'clock in the afternoon. Four or five in the afternoon. Tracy, we could not learn of his 
whereabouts. David had told us that he thought Tracy was OK. The last he knew of Tracy ... the police had 
taken Tracy to ride in their automobile to some place to make identification of dead or locate something or othe 
anyway, Tracy Jr. ended up riding for hours with the police before he finally ended up at the hospital. Our bo: 
both came home with bruises and black eyes, but ... and David had a slight concussion, but we were grateful tl 
lives were spared. 

This was a very, very sad affair. There were lots of sad things from it. The insurance situation. Some oftl 
men did not have insurance because the trip was supposed to be insured, but the insurance had to be split so nt 
ways. And there was fights and suits and problems over it. And it was a very very sad affair. We went to the 
funeral of Randy up in Ogden. It was held the same day as the funeral for .... I guess we went to Darrell 
Taylor's funeral, but the funeral for 5 boys was held together in the tabernacle in Provo at the same time as 
Randy's funeral, so we were not present at that. 

What do you remember about the death of your parents and our grandparents? 

I went to the funeral of my grandmother Tracy. My grandfather Tracy died long before I was born. I went to 1 
funeral of my grandmother Hall and my grandfather Hall. I think my grandfather Hall died around 1936 and II 
grandmother, I believe, preceded him by a few years. I don't remember too much detail about any of these 
funerals. My own parents, my mother had, I think on account of her high blood pressure, it had affected her 
brain and she was becoming less mentally alert and wasn't aware of the things she was doing. I think she lost 
control of her urine and perhaps even her bowels toward the end. They were living in Ogden and we were livi 
down in Provo. We'd go up there quite often and see them. My mother would wander away at night. Go 
walking down the street in her nightgown and my dad would have to ... my dad was very kind to my mother. 
He took care of her, bathed her, and everything, but it got beyond my father's strength and he finally decided tl 
put her in a rest-home. But Mom died, I think, just a couple of weeks after she was put in that rest-home. I 
dictated a letter to my secretary on learning of Mom's death and that letter is probably still on the recorder, you 
know, what do you call it? The dictaphone. I think I probably still have a dicta phone tape of that where the 
letters are that were sent to the kids, I don't know. Some of the kids were on missions when I wrote that lette 
telling them of Mother's death. 

My father was living with us at the time of his death. I've already mentioned the operation which I think leal 
what I considered an early death for my dad But, Dad was going downhill so fa~t, he couldn't eat. He could 



1 drink any water. He was having a very difficult problem. He'd go to bed, and he would tell usthat he was 
Ig to die that night. And he wanted to die, he was ready to die. He'd wake up in the morning frustrated cause 
ladn't passed on to the other side. But, he got so poor .. we didn't know.. his wish was, Leave him alone, 
rim die. But, we wanted to take him to the hospital. So, Marty and Liz were visiting us and Marty and I got 
i of Dad and very firmly just told him we were taking him to the hospital, and we just physically took him to 
hospital. 

illd he was in the hospital. The doctors never really figured out what was wrong and I had a speaking 
agement at the American Chemical Society tour of the northwest. Ida Rose and I went off on that. And we 
ived a call from my brother Wendell on the 20th of October of 1972 that my father had passed away. That 
, my birthday. The 20th of October. He was being visited by our niece Bonnie Hall, who is my brother 
Jert's daughter. And he passed away rapidly right there while she was visiting him in the hospital. We heard 
news just before I had to give my talk. Just five minutes before I had to give my speech. We gave the 
~h. I staid there that night as we were tired and worn out and then early the next morning headed for home 
!Ie his funeral arangements were made. All the boys and all the daughter-in-laws were home for my father's 
~al and also for my mother's funeral. 

ve forgotten details of my mother's funeral. I think my Uncle Aaron spoke. Uncle Aaron died right shortly 
r my mother. I can remember him at the graveside. I didn't learn of Uncle Aaron's funeral, I was ... Well, I 
... I remember now, I did attend Uncle Aaron's funeral. Ernest Wilkinson was there at that funeral. Ernest 
kinson admired Uncle Aaron. He was a student when my uncle was president of weber College. 

1y father's funeral. Very nice things were said about my dad. Charles Metton gave a very inspired talk 
cerning my dad. I'm sure we have these funerals on tape, although I couldn't tell you where the tapes are for 
er my father and my mother at the present time. But they were taped and in the case of my father, I know 
e's more than one copy around. In the case of my mother, I don't know. 

took pictures of my mother in her coffin. It's the only ... I didn't for my dad. I don't know why, I just 
lted to in the case of my mother. In general I don't like to do that. 

D are some of the people you know who you admire the very most? 

ll, let's see, When you hire a man what are the frrst qualities you look for? 

ll, ability, of course. I usually hire someone for either their technical ability in Science. I have hired lots of 
'etaries. Yeah, I look at their ability. How fast can you type? How accurate are you? How good is your 
rthand. In science, I want to know the same kind of questions. In addition to ability, of course, I want honest 
pIe. And I want people who get along with others. Sometimes I want someone with leadership qualities. But 
.t of the time I just want someone who can do a good job, qualified for a definite kind of a task. Like for a 
~hinist, I like somebody that's dependalbe. I don't want loafers. It's difficult to find these things out, but you 
a person up .. and whenever I can I hire them on a trial basis, and if they're good, I praise them and I 

mote them and I make good deals for them. If they're bad I don't, with the idea that they will leave. It is 
icult to fire people. I don't know that I've ever directly fired anyone, but I have had them leave indirectly just 
lot increasing their salary and not giving them any praise because they didn't deserve it. And things like that. 

dene: How about when you call someone in the bishopric to a job? 

;y: Well, same way! But, there is a great deal of inspiration in the calling of church people. I can attest to 
. You use your mind. I mean you just don't say, "Heavenly Father, please tell me who ought to be in this 
" Now, you may do that on occasion, but that's unusual. You look over your people, you know who they 
and what they can do, and you think about it first. And you think about it, and I think most of our calls have 
1 made with the Spirit of the Lord telling us that's what to do. 

D are some of the people you know who you admire the very most? 


